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Module Aims  

 
This module aims to: 
 

 Introduce students to the principal social, economic, political and cultural 
trends of American life during this period 

 

 Create an awareness of the nature and implications of geographical 
expansion 

 

 Explore the relationship between identity, freedom and culture in a frontier 
environment 

 

 

Intended Learning Outcomes 

 

Key skills for employability 
 

KS1 Written, oral and media communication skills 

KS2 Leadership, team working and networking skills 

KS3 Opportunity, creativity and problem solving skills 

KS4 Information technology skills and digital literacy 

KS5 Information management skills 

KS6 Research skills 

KS7 Intercultural and sustainability skills 

KS8 Career management skills 

KS9 Learning to learn (managing personal and professional development, self- 

 management) 

KS10 Numeracy 

 

At the end of this module, students will be able to Key Skills 

1 
Explain the rationale and nature of 19th century 
American territorial expansion. 

KS1  

KS5  

KS6  

2 
Comment critically on the myths and realities of 
the frontier experience. 

KS1 KS6 

KS3  

KS4  

3 
Explore the development of freedom and 
individualism in the context of the ‘moving frontier’. 

KS1  

KS7  

KS10  

4 
Determine the social, economic, political and 
ideological impact of war on the American 
Frontier. 

KS1  

KS3  

KS6  

5 
Analyse the historiographical debates relating to 
the creation of the American nation. 

KS1  

KS3  

KS4  
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Transferable skills and other attributes 

Students will be able to develop and demonstrate: 
 

  Intellectual integrity and maturity  

  Empathy and imaginative insight  

  Structure, coherence and clarity of written expression  

 Self-discipline and self-direction  

 Communication skills, both in written and verbal forms 
 

 

Derogations  

N/A  

 

Assessment:  

Indicative Assessment Tasks:  

Assessment one will be an essay from a choice of questions which examine the major 
economic, political and racial aspects of American expansion.  
 
Assessment Two is a project based on the interpretation of the American West through an 
investigation of film and digital archives. 

Assessment 
number  

Learning 
Outcomes to 
be met 

Type of assessment 
Weighting 
(%) 

Duration  
(if exam) 

Word count 
(or equivalent if 

appropriate) 

1 1,3,4 Essay 50%  2000 

2 2,5 Project 50%  2000 

 

Learning and Teaching Strategies: 

 
The module will be delivered through lead lectures and seminars which incorporate 
the investigation of a wide range of digital sources: film, art and archival materials. 
Tutorials will be integrated in order to support student learning at the project stage 
of the module. 
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Syllabus outline: 

 

 The Meaning of the Frontier & defining the Nation 
 

 The significance of the Constitution and the Bill of Rights 
 

 The Planting of the West 
 

 Patterns of Belief 
 

 Significance of sectarianism 
 

 The Native American Perspective 
 

 ‘The Peculiar Institution’: Slavery 
 

 The War between the States 
 

 Myths, memories and reality of the Frontier 
 

 ‘The Wild West’: myth and reality 
 

 The Forging of a Nation: a land of freedom and opportunity? 
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